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-Lt was one of the great moments of personal transformation, and
, it changed not only Moses but our very conception of leadership itself.
By the end of the book of Numbers, Moses’ career as a leader

O seemned to have come to its end. He had appointed his successor, Joshua,
\

From:

and it would be Joshua, not Moses, who would lead the people across

ngﬂ G) the Jordan inte the Promised Land. Moses seemed to have achieved
L\ everything he was destined to achieve. Fofhim there would be no more
Ws\u{’ battles to fight, no more miracles to perform, no more prayers to say on

behalf of the people.
Itis what Moses did next that bears the mark of greatness, For

(f the last month of his life he assembled the people and delivered the
series of addresses we know as the book of Deuteronomy or Devarim,
literally “words.” In them, he reviewed the people’s past and foresaw
their future. He gave them laws. Some he had given them before but
in a different form. Others were new; he had waited to announce them

[ Q until the people were about to enter the land. Linking all these details
of law and history into a single overarching vision, he taught the people

to see thremselves as an am kadosh, a holy people, the only people Whosé
sovereign and lawgiver was God Himself. :
If someone who knew nothing about Judaism and the Jewisﬁ;
M people were to ask you for a single book that would explain them
both - who Jews are and why they do what they do — the best answer
would be Deuteronomy. No other book so encapsulates and dramatj
all the key elements of Judaism as 2 faith and way of life, ,
In.a much-watched TED talk, and a book with the same name,]
w Simon Sinek says that the transformative leaders are those who “Start.
with Why.” More poetically, Anioine de Saint-Exupery reputedly said,
“If you want to build a ship, don’t drum up people together to colle'g':f;
wood and don't assign them tasks and work, but rather feach them tbﬁ
lonyg for the endless immensity of the sea” %
31 In Deuteronomy, Moses gives the people their “why.” They are.
God’s people, the nation on whom He has set His love, the people He'
reScued from slavery and gave, in the form of the commandments, the
constitution of liberty. They may be small but they are unique. They
are the people who, in themselves, testify to something beyond them_'-:
¢ selves. They are the people whose fate will defy the normal laws of his-
tory. Other nations, says Moses, will recognise the miraculous nature of .
the Jewish story — and so, from Blaise Pascal to Nikolai Berdyaev and-
beyond, they did.
In the last month of his life Moses ceased to be the liberator, the
“( " miragle-wo;l'sgr, and re_t_[.é‘emeg, and became V_il'lS;Vtgi}a. Mé;he Rabkent;,':§5
~ “Moses, our teacher.” He was the first example in history of a leadership
type in which Jews have excelled: the leader as teacher.
" Moses surely k;gwmzﬁggsgﬁ?mgﬁémchi evements woulld
not last forever. The people he had rescued would one day suffer exile -
‘{Q and persecution again. The next time, though, they would not have a_E ;
Moses to do miracles. So he planted a vision in their minds, hope in
theirhearts, a discipline in their deeds, and a strength in their souls that |
would never fade, When leaders become educatW& :

In a powerful essay titled “Who Is Fit to Lead the Jewish People?”
ﬂ Rabbi Joseph Soloveitchik contrasts the Jewish attitude to kings and
teachers as leadership types.? The Torah places severe limits on the
power of kings. They must not multiply gold, or wives, or horses. Aking
Is commanded “not to consider himself better than his fellow Israelites
nor turn from the law to the right or to the left” (Deut. 17:20).
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~ A king was only to be appointed at the request of the people. onEph T Yoy gR'W)’ DR
According to Ibn Ezra, the appointment of a king was permission, not - }
ry an obligation. Abrabanel held that it was a concession to human frailty. - 5 1res 1 piraw e 9-;[
Rabbenu Bahya regarded the existence of aking as a punishment, not a - mu ra Wn- uH ow ns;w
reward.? In short, Judaism is at best ambivalent about monarchy — that X P TR Dhhn avn pp

, is to say, about leadership as power. SINRCY RI amwn b wew op b Lo

t unlimited. K127 D0 ,¥“X yasa 7113 mn owe

Onthe other hand, its regard for teachers is almos
or Do as the fear of Heaven, says the Talmud =5 weer (o popy —

(P¢sahim 108b). Respect and reverence for your teacher should be M3 AT KYK LUK 12T R
gréater even than respect and reverence for your parents, rules the Ram- THLDL‘P&EEBH 1373 s oe01 oy

{{  bam, because parents bring you into this world, while teachers give you T BN SO 008 Ay v
- ]
entrance to the World to Come.* W ORI KD e mmbnn . "
When someone exercises power over us, he diminishes us, but - R~ Ak i
M aws mows v yew

when someone teaﬁes_tﬁs,_he'hglpﬁs: grow. Ihat is why Judaism, with 13 %
' favours leadership as education D AVIX Bn Y

jts-acirte concern for human dignity, > as mean ’
[('9 over leadership as power. Ari'c‘;'i?Bé‘gEHGiEFMBEEé,’é’E?H&‘én'E—ofhis life. W L(YI paryy) mwtean
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